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ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC CHURCH 
New Freedom, Pa. 17349 

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
 
Date:   October 13, 2020  (virtual meeting) 
 
Attendance Present: Anthony Carleton, Bo Gifford, Bobby Campbell,  

Brian Sherman, Deacon Fred Horn, Dennis Sarpen, 
Fr. Robert Yohe, Gary Grant, Mary Glass,  Tom 
Young, Patricia Wilding, Fr. Ben Dunkelberger,  
Rosemary Hartman, Diana Morrison, Janice Elsen, 
Tony Forella 

   Absent: Chris Wood  
   Excused: Sister Jane Keller 
 
The meeting was opened by Dennis Sarpen at 7:05 pm 
 
Opening Prayer: Offered by Gary Grant 
 
Approval of Minutes:  Motion by Gary Grant seconded by Janice Elsen to accept 
the minutes of 9/8/20 as submitted.  Vote: All in favor 
 
Parish manager Report/Building & Grounds Committee:  Father Yohe will table 
report until later in the meeting. 
 
School Principal’s Report:  Patricia Wilding  
1. The school continues to fine tune and operate within our health and safety 

plan under the guidelines of the Diocese.  To date, we have had no positive 
COVID cases. 

2. Students are slowly returning to in-person Mass attendance.  We are re-
introducing students to Mass with an abundance of sensitivity to the other 
parishioners and to the students.  Student are taken to the church and new 
protocols are reviewed prior to attending in-person.  Our 6th graders are 
cleaning the pews after Mass so as not to burden the regular cleaning 
volunteers any further. 
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3. We are preparing for our annual preschool inspection which we expect 
either this week or next week.  Several of the requirements have not been 
possible to meet because of COVID shutdowns (local fingerprinting centers  
have been closed, infant CPR classes are not available).  I have been in 
touch with the certification inspector and she assures me that the Office of 
Child Development and Early Learning are being flexible this year.  Our 
certification is current through January. 

4. A meeting was held last week to begin looking at options for our Dinner 
and Silent Auction.  It is scheduled for April 2020, but with the current 
COVID restrictions, we need to look at options for an online fundraiser.  We 
are exploring an online auction and a separate dinner. 

5. Our school enrollment numbers are holding steady at 115 between in-
person students and distant learners.  Our preschool enrollment continues 
to be low.  The mask requirements seem to be the greatest deterrent to 
families sending their preschoolers to any school. 

6. We are continuing our tradition of focusing on a virtue each month.  For 
the month of September, our students reflected on Kindness.  The October 
virtue is Patience. 

7. Our students entered a LIU Sumdog competition in September.  Out of 152  
 classes entered, the top 3 classes were St. John’s 6th, 4th and 5th grades.  

Besides bragging rights, the students earned a pizza party donated by a 
generous parent.  Sumdog is a predictive math website, so it responds to a 
student’s skill set.  It was an excellent way for students to reactivate their 
math skills, particularly in light of the COVID shutdown and typical summer 
setback, and for teachers to identify learning gaps that need to be 
addressed. 

8. The Diocese has changed their standard tests from F&P to STAR360.  We 
have been using STAR360 for years so there was no change for us except a 
lower price for the product.  We are finding the range of our students has 
widened considerably through the pandemic.  We are addressing the 
academic needs in various ways. 

9. Phil Duffy hosted a surprise dance party for our students on the playground 
during the students’ recess and lunch time.  We all danced, ate our lunches 
picnic style and one lucky student was able to throw pies at 3 of the 
teachers as an auction prize. 
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10. Several students in our 4th grade class organized a car wash and bake sale 
to benefit the school.  The students raised over $1,200.00 which they 
presented to me at the dance party. 

11. Our annual Read-A-Thon raised over $4,000.00 with the students reading a 
combined 282 hours in 13 days. 

 
RELIGIOUS ED REPORT: Sister Jane on Retreat. 

Father Yohe reported that most are doing home schooling and are 
following the same schedule as in school. 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY REPORT:  Father Dunkelberger 
 Father Ben Dunkelburger reported that they are doing every other week on 

a Saturday following COVID guidelines.  Have fun events and keeping safe. 
 
EVANGELIZATION COMMITTEE:  Brian Sherman 

On hold due to COVID as personal contact is not possible.  We are doing 
prayer intentions and are available for any requests.   

 
PASTOR’S REPORT AND COMMENTS:  Father Yohe 
Building & Grounds – Neumann Hall –All repairs are completed and the new 
range has been connected. The refrigerator must be replaced at a cost of $1200 
to $1300.   Dead tree by baseball field will be removed as weather permits. 
New camera equipment for streaming has been installed and is working well. 
Improvements for office safety will require monitor and electric door opener.  We 
have a donation to cover the security improvement.  A/C on west side of the 
building has been repaired.   
 
Spiritual Report – Caught up on sacraments of Confession, Holy Communion and 
Confirmation.  We had 2 weddings in September and have 3 in October and 3 in 
November.  The next weddings are in July and August.  We hope to be caught up 
on Baptisms by Christmas.  All instruction is being done privately due to COVID. 
All Saints will take preference on Saturday 10/31 and Sunday 11/1 over the 
normal Mass.  For the Mass of Remembrance which includes parish members, 
deceased members of K of C and deceased children = the Mass will be held on 
Monday 11/2.  For Christmas we are planning 4pm; 6pm; 8pm; and 10pm on 
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Christmas Eve as well as 9 am and 11 am on Christmas Day.  There will be no 
Masses held in the Historic Church and Father Capitani will not be saying any 
holiday Mass due to COVID.  We can hold 200 in the main church per Mass and 
overflow will be in the social hall.  All will be required to have a ticket.  We will 
start ticket availability in Advent and they can be gotten by email or telephone 
request.  Father said there will also be two Masses streamed for Christmas. 
 
Question by J. Elsen – Will there be a 2 pm Mass on Christmas Eve.  Father Yohe 
replied that due to COVID, the Diocese has given permission for a 2 pm Mass on 
Christmas Eve.  Father Yohe stated that if all six Masses are filled, he will offer the 
2pm Mass on Christmas Eve. 
 
Confessions will be held on Wednesday evening and Saturday and will be moved 
inside due to cold weather.   
The RCIA program has twelve people with both Fathers Ben and Bob doing the 
instruction.   
 
Finance – Karla Coombs  
 Cash Balance –  June   $114,000.00 
         July   $46,000.00 
    August  $2,800.00 
    September ($200.00) 
    October ($15,000.00) 

For October we have 3 weekends of collections and Faith Direct that have 
not been counted in as yet.  We will be trending down as tuition ends in 
April, but we still have May and June payroll.   
 
Bishop’s Appeal – Liability $192.003.00   (increase of $9,000.00) 
         As of 10/1         $89,000.00   still owed 
$10.000 outstanding in pledges and if all that is paid, we will owe $79,000 
Coupon books for pledges were to start in February, but were not received 
until June. 
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Loans – Total for 3 loans if $568,000.00 and per diocese we are repaying 
one at a time.  With regard to one step program we have been advised to 
wait until end of this month for report.   
Question by Diane Morrison – Is there a procedure to remind people to 
catch up on their pledges.  Father Yohe stated that both the Diocese and 
the Parish send reminders. 
 
Question by Janice Elsen as to whether there has been an increase due to 
the Step-up program.  Father Yohe replied they will know by the end of the 
month.  Faith Direct has increased from 141 families in March to 170 in 
October. 
 
General Discussion: 
Father Ben – Last Meeting 

Father said this is emotional for him but that our parish has been an 
incredible start to his priesthood.  The reason for this happening in   
October is that due to COVID the usual announcements that occur in 
June were moved to October.  Father was asked if his replacement 
would be taking over the technical job of streaming and zoom 
meetings or if he would be training Father Bob.   Father Bob said that 
if the latter were the case, it would be a “miracle”.   

  
 Gary Grant – Lord’s Lunch will be selling jams and jellies at the Bazaar.  Last   

Saturday, they served 75 families.  Catholic Witness will be 
conducting an interview on the Lord’s Lunch which will appear in the  

 Witness. 
 
The Council gave good wishes to Father Ben who will remain in our hearts 
and prayers. 
 
Next Meeting: November 10, 2020 
 
Closing Prayer by Gary Grant. 
 
The meeting was closed at 7:40 pm 
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Future Prayer Leaders:    Past Prayer Leaders: 
November – Brian Sherman   October – Gary Grant 
December – No Meeting 
January – Bobby Campbell 
February – Rosemary Hartman 
March – Anthony Carleton 
April – Diana Morrison 
May – Ton Forella 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
Mary Glass 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


